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THE NATIONAL FORUM TO ACCELERATE MIDDLE-GRADES REFORM

SELECTED TO RECEIVE

INVESTING IN INNOVATION (i3) GRANT 

Savoy, IL. (August 9, 2010) —The National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform (The National Forum) is pleased to announce that its application to help transform the nation’s lowest-performing middle schools has been selected by the U.S. Department of Education as one of 49 highest rated proposals out of nearly 1,700 applications to receive funding under the Investing in Innovation (i3) program.  

The National Forum’s proposal to further develop a school transformation network based on its Schools to Watch model will build the capacity of persistently low-performing middle-grades schools; improve their students’ academic performance; and close achievement gaps among its students was selected based on recommendations from independent peer review panels.  Innovation grants fall into three categories: up to $50 million per "scale-up" grant for programs with a strong track record of success; up to $30 million per "validation" grant for growing programs with emerging evidence of success; and up to $5 million per "development" grant for promising ideas.  The Forum was selected in the “Development” category and will expand its innovative model with a consortium of 18 urban and rural schools in three states—North Carolina, California and Illinois.  Other partners include the Association of Illinois Middle Level Schools, the California League of Middle Schools, the North Carolina Middle School Association, and the Academy for Educational Development.  The Center for Prevention Research and Development at the University of Illinois, Urbana/Champaign will conduct the evaluation. 

"All across America, innovative entrepreneurs are finding solutions to our most pressing educational challenges," said Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. "i3 will support creative thinkers who test good ideas and take proven approaches to scale so that more children can benefit."

The i3 fund, which is part of the historic $10 billion investment in school reform in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), will support local efforts to start or expand research-based innovative programs that help close the achievement gap and improve outcomes for high-need students.  The competition was open to school districts as well as nonprofit organizations and institutions of higher education working in partnership with public schools.  Applicants were required to demonstrate their previous success in closing achievement gaps, improving student progress toward proficiency, increasing graduation rates, or recruiting and retaining high-quality teachers and principals.

“We are just thrilled to be selected as one of the highest scoring applications for the i3 program.  The competition was tremendous with the Department of Education receiving the largest number of applicants to a grant program yet,” stated Deborah Kasak, Executive Director of the National Forum.  Through the Schools to Watch:  School Transformation Network, the National Forum has developed criteria for identifying high-performing middle-grades schools, created tools to help schools use the criteria, and has expanded the program to 19 states.  This funding will allow the model to be expanded even further so all might learn how to achieve academic success through best practices for all young adolescents. 


###


The National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform is an alliance of over 60 educators, researchers, national associations, and officers of professional organizations and foundations committed to promoting the academic performance and healthy development of young adolescents. To learn more, visit www.mgforum.org or www.schoolstowatch.org.
